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RapidEye Constellation Covers Serious Ground  

First 100 Days of Operation Yields One-Fourth of Earth Available In Library

GIS / Earth Observation / Satellite Images / Remote Sensing 

Brandenburg / Havel, Germany, May 27, 2009 – RapidEye, the only geospatial solutions provider to own and 

operate their constellation of Earth observation satellites, announced today that they have collected more than 

69 Million square kilometers of at least 80% cloud-free images during their first 100 days of operation. The 

imaging campaigns were concentrated in Europe, the U.S., Brazil and China. More than 36 Million square 

kilometers of the Earth's surface, or about one quarter of the total landmass were imaged, often several times. 

“When you consider the RapidEye system started operations only in February of this year, the collection rate of 

more than 69 Million km² of useful images in a little over 3 months is quite impressive,” remarks Michael Oxfort, 

RapidEye's Head of Operations and Engineering. “This gives our customers a lot of high quality data to choose 

from. Even more remarkable is the fact that our system capacity has not been reached yet. We expect our 

Library to grow to even higher rates in the coming months by expanding our imaging campaigns to other areas 

around the globe.” 

With the arrival of spring in the northern hemisphere, RapidEye is in the process of imaging most of the 

agricultural land in the United States and Europe. These areas will be repeatedly collected throughout the 

growing season to provide valuable data for agricultural service customers. In the span of just two weeks in 

May, over 10 Million km² of low cloud coverage images were collected, demonstrating not only the high 

imaging capacity, but also the feasibility of high revisit rates.

All of the highest quality multi-spectral data acquired by the RapidEye system is now available in their Library. 

The Library is continuously growing, with new images being downloaded from their satellites every day. 

Customers will have the opportunity to choose from the expanding collection of imagery by contacting a 

RapidEye distributor, a Sales Team member, or a Customer Service representative.

To learn more about RapidEye's Standard Image Products or to find a distributor in your area, please visit the 

RapidEye website at www.rapideye.de, or email an inquiry to sales@rapideye.de. 
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About RapidEye AG

RapidEye is an ISO-certified geospatial information provider focused on integrating customized and industry 

specific solutions into the workflow of global customers in agriculture, forestry, energy, infrastructure, 

government, security and emergency. RapidEye experts and the satellite system – a constellation of five 

satellites capable of downloading over 4 million km² of high resolution, multi-spectral imagery per day, and a 

ground segment for processing and archiving data – allow for cost-effective customized services. The unique 

combination of large area coverage, high spatial resolution and the possibility of daily revisit to an area provide 

for superior management information solutions. Currently, more than 100 experts from more than 20 countries 

are employed by RapidEye, with plans to grow the team to 140 in 2009. 

RapidEye benefits from a public-private partnership with the Space Agency of the German Aerospace Center 

(DLR), which is supported by the Federal Ministry of Economics and Technology. RapidEye is also cofinanced 

by the European Regional Development Fund (ERDF). For more information on ERDF please contact 

efreinfo@mw.brandenburg.de 

For more information about RapidEye, please visit www.rapideye.de 
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RapidEye is a “Selected Landmark in the Land of Ideas” and therefore part of 
the event series “365 Landmarks in the Land of Ideas”. This program is run by 
the initiative “Germany – Land of Ideas” and Deutsche Bank. Being a “Selected 
Landmark” RapidEye will stand for Germany being a “Land of ideas” in 2009 and 
will demonstrate Germany's spirit of innovation. The initiative is under the
patronage of Germany's federal president Horst Köhler. www.land-of-ideas.org
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